
 

Grow Food Northampton is a recognized and highly respected local non-profit that brings the benefits of 

local farms and food to people of all incomes in our community.  Our programs include: 

 A 290-plot organic community garden, serving over 400 gardeners; 

 The 120-acre Northampton Community Farm providing land access via innovative 

leases customized to the needs of local farmers; 

 Tuesday Market, a vibrant downtown farmers market that connects two dozen local 

farmers with thousands of regular customers and matches SNAP benefits for low-

income residents; 

 Good Food Education, including farm field trips and in-class workshops for over 

1,000 public school students; and 

 Food Access initiatives that ensure local produce is affordable for everyone in our 

community, reaching hundreds of low-income households with produce worth over 

$100,000 in 2017.  

Our supporters value our commitment to a self-reliant local economy, healthy and sustainably-grown 

food, land conservation and stewardship, social justice, and a diverse and inclusive community. 

Thousands of Northampton and Pioneer Valley residents recognize our positive impact in the community 

and appreciate our mission’s alignment with their values. If your business shares many of these values 

and wants to reach our audience, we invite you to become a Business Sponsor. 

 



 

We have excellent reach through a variety of media, described below, to a local audience that believes in 

our work and is enthusiastic about supporting the local economy. Logos and links for sponsoring 

businesses will be placed according to the enclosed Sponsorship Level table.

Our website, www.GrowFoodNorthampton.com, is 

regularly updated with posts regarding our different 

programs, including weekly updates from April 

through November previewing the offerings at 

Tuesday Market. These posts are promoted through 

email newsletters and social media posts driving 

traffic to the site. 

 

The site attracted over 37,000 visits from over 

11,000 users this year, about two-thirds based in 

Massachusetts. Approximately half are based in 

Northampton and most others are in the Pioneer 

Valley (see map).  The 9,500 sessions originating in 

Massachusetts this year lasted an average of nearly 3 minutes and averaged 2.8 page views. This matters 

to business sponsors because virtually every page provides visibility, in the form of a sponsor footer (see 

example below): 

 

 
 
 

http://www.growfoodnorthampton.com/


 

We regularly send news and event updates to our email list of approximately 3,200 supporters, most of 

whom reside in or near Northampton. These emails have an open rate of 20% to 30%, much higher than 

the for-profit open rate of 6%. Over 1,000 subscribers receive Tuesday Market emails weekly during the 

29-week market season, and over 300 community gardeners receive the Garden Bulletin email every 

other week during the garden season. Business sponsor acknowledgment and logo placement in these 

targeted emails is a high-value benefit.  

We manage separate Facebook pages, Instagram accounts, and Twitter Accounts for Grow Food 

Northampton and Tuesday Market. We generate an average of 2-3 posts a week on Facebook, and have 

nearly 3,200 page likes at /GrowFoodNorthampton (43% from Northampton and 42% from other Pioneer 

Valley communities) and nearly 2,200 page likes at /northamptontuesdaymarket (mostly from 

Northampton and nearby towns). We will acknowledge Business Sponsors in posts about our work and 

share content posted by sponsors. 

Sponsors will be acknowledged in our Annual Report, which will be accessible online, with an 

abbreviated version mailed to over 2,500 households.  

Special events are not directly included in the Business Sponsor program because each event has a unique 

audience and publicity strategy. As we plan events, we will contact our current Business Sponsors and 

other businesses with underwriting opportunities. Current Business Sponsors will receive a discount on 

these sponsorships as listed below. 

Tuesday Market business sponsorship opportunities include support for our SNAP-matching program to 

incentivize market purchases by low-income households, and underwriting of special events such as our 

2017 Chef Series. Our top Tuesday Market sponsorship priority is to find a single major ($7,500) sponsor 

for season-long SNAP matching (see table below). Partial-season SNAP matching and other underwriting 

opportunities may become available during the 2018 season. Any business interested in discussing the 

possibility of underwriting Tuesday Market in 2018 should contact Clem Clay at 

clem@growfoodnorthampton.com.  

  



 

The chart below describes different levels for our business sponsors and the associated benefits. Higher 

underwriting levels result in greater prominence of your business logo and links to your site on our 

website and in our email blasts, more use of social media to promote your support and/or share your page 

posts, greater prominence in our annual report, and larger discounts on any event sponsorships you elect 

to participate in. Businesses willing to contribute at levels above those listed on the chart are eligible for 

additional benefits to be arranged by mutual agreement.  

*Costs are 20% higher for non-local businesses and 20% lower for non-profits. 

**Email open rates are based on previous year data and not a guarantee of future impressions. 

 

Level Cost* 
Website 

(placement on 

most pages) 

emails (to general, 

gardener, and Tuesday 

market lists)** 
Social media 

Annual 

Report 

Event 

Underwriting 

Discount 

High 

Yielder 
$5,000 

Large logo, 

priority location 

Logo in 10,000 

opened emails; 

targeting available; 

name/link in all 

24 mentions 

or post 

shares 

Top billing 

with logo 
50% 

Harvester $2,500 Large logo 

Logo in 5,000 

opened emails; 

name/link in all 

12 mentions 

or post 

shares 

Top billing 

with logo 
40% 

Cultivator $1,000 
Medium Logo, 

priority location 

Logo in 1,500 

opened emails; 

name/link in all 

4 mentions 

or post 

shares 

Logo 30% 

Planter $500 Medium Logo 

Logo in 500 opened 

emails newsletter; 

name/link in all 

2 mentions 

or post 

shares 

Business 

name 
20% 

Seed 

Starter 
$250 

Business 

name/link 

Name/link in general 

emails (not gardener 

and Tuesday Market 

emails) 

1 mention or 

post share 

Business 

name 
10% 

Event 

Sponsor 

Costs and benefits vary by event. For each event you choose to sponsor, your rate will be 

reduced by the underwriting discount associated with your Business Sponsorship level. 

Tuesday 

Market 

2018 

SNAP 

Match 

Sponsor 

In 2018, we are seeking one Business Sponsor to commit $7,500 in matching funds to double 

the value of SNAP (formerly food stamp) purchases at Tuesday Market for all SNAP-eligible 

food products. This will complement the statewide Healthy Incentives Program and allow an 

average of 50 families to receive a $5 match each week for the 30 weeks of Tuesday Market. 

This sponsor will be highly visible at market and in email/web/social media all season long. If 

no single sponsor commits to the full season, we will seek partial sponsors. 



 

All sponsorship benefits apply for twelve months after the initial commitment is made. We will contact 

you to confirm renewal prior to completion of your annual cycle. In general, we expect payment within 

30 days of the commitment, but we can arrange to invoice in installments for sponsorships of $1,000 or 

more upon request. 

In some cases, businesses can offer goods and services that are of significant value to Grow Food 

Northampton. In general, half the fair market value of these donations will be credited as a business 

donation for the purposes of determining the benefits associated with the donation. If the donation is the 

equivalent of cash (such as a gift card) and/or can be used by Grow Food Northampton to directly reduce 

costs that would otherwise be incurred, it may be credited at full value. Please contact us for details. 

In order to maintain the integrity of our mission and protect our reputation, we may on occasion decline 

sponsorships that we believe would contradict our core values. We welcome all businesses whose values 

and brand align with ours to join the program. 

Companies whose primary place of business is not in the Pioneer Valley will pay a 20 percent premium 

above the published rates.  

Non-profits with compatible missions may underwrite at a 20 percent discount. 

 

To join our Business Sponsor program, please do one of the following: 

 fill out the enclosed form and return it by mail or fax it to (413) 320-4799; 

 fill out the online Sponsorship Commitment Form at 

www.growfoodnorthampton.com/sponsor; OR 

 send an email with the information requested on the form to 

clem@growfoodnorthampton.com. 

 

If payment is not received by mail within 10 business days, we will send an invoice by email to the email 

address listed on the form. If your sponsorship is $1,000 or more and you prefer to be invoiced in 

installments, please email clem@growfoodnorthampton.com.  

 

For sponsorships at the “Planter” level and above, please also send your logo in all available graphical 

formats to clem@growfoodnorthampton.com. 

 

http://www.growfoodnorthampton.com/sponsor/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


