
As we push to complete our fundraising goals and look forward 
to some great new initiatives in 2016, I want to thank all our 2015 
supporters and give a few highlights of our work in the past year. 

It has been immensely gratifying to lead Grow Food 
Northampton, and to have the opportunity to engage with so 
many passionate volunteers and donors who share our belief that 
everyone should have access to healthy food, grown sustainably 
and locally. Thank you for joining us in this work!

Clem Clay, Executive Director

P.S. Please stay connected! Visit GrowFoodNorthampton.com 
to see updates, add your email to our lists so we can keep you 
informed, and link to (and like) our Facebook page.

2015 In Review

Thanks to the support of our donors 
and foundations, our programs designed 
to put healthy, local food from our farm 
and garden on everyone’s plate made 
great strides toward that goal.

Senior FarmShares increased to 55 Se-
niors for 10 weeks. The overall satisfaction 
rate among survey respondents was 95%! 

Produce donations grew by leaps and 
bounds! Our Giving Garden expanded 
vastly with the support of a small Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care Foundation grant in 
the spring, allowing volunteers to grow 
thousands of pounds of produce to do-
nate to several soup kitchens and the 
Northampton Survival Center. In addition, 
an intrepid group of volunteers continued 
our tradition of picking up surplus pro-
duce weekly from Crimson & Clover Farm 
and delivering it to the Survival Center.

Our Double SNAP Share Program pro-
vided nearly 30 families with the opportu-
nity to receive a 20-week share at Crimson 
& Clover Farm, putting literally tons of 
fresh, local food on the tables of neighbors 
who would otherwise not have had access 
to it. A touching testimonial to the mean-

“It was wonderful and saved a lot of 
money on veggies!”

“I got back into cooking and cuke-salads.”

“I look forward weekly to see my surprise 
vegetables”

“Before we found the Grow Food 
Northampton farm share voucher 
program our diet consisted of mac 
and cheese canned beans and hot 

dogs. Now we eat fistfuls of kale and 
spinach and the kids are connecting 
with the growing and harvesting of 
different crops. It has made such an 
impression on my kids…Thank you 
for this beautiful change you have 

brought into our lives.”

ing of this work came to us unsolicited 
from a single mom whose child made a 
video that linked the farm experience with 
cooking healthy food at home.

And great news! The Harvard Pilgrim 
Health Care Foundation’s new Healthy 
Food Fund has made a 3-year commit-
ment to our Food Access work. We are 
thrilled to have the opportunity to ex-
pand our current programs and develop 
new ones, all with the goal of ensuring 
that everyone in our community can eat 
healthy local food.  Keep an eye out for 
new initiatives in 2016!

Continued on back...— senior farmshare participants

— double snap share participant
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A successful 5th season at the 
Northampton Community Farm; we 
couldn’t be more proud of what Jen and 
Nate, and Susan, have been able to accom-
plish! 

Crimson & Clover Farm wrapped up 
their 5th successful CSA season at 388 
shareholders, and has expanded their win-
ter share program. They are leasing a full 
90 acres now, allowing them to further ex-
pand, diversify, and rotate crops. 

Sawmill Farm had a very successful 
season as well, with a larger CSA member-
ship, expansion to new farmers’ markets, 
adding medicinal herbs to CSA shares sold 
by other farmers, and construction of a 
new hoop house for drying herbs, which 
will extend Susan’s selling season. Check a 
profile out in the Winter edition of Edible 
Pioneer Valley! 

We were sorry to lose our good friends 
at Slow Tractor Farm, but we wish An-
drea and Christian luck both with their 
continuing grain farming efforts and their 
value added business, Valley Malt, which 
serves New England microbreweries with 
locally malted grains. 

And there's good news: we are 
planning to sign a lease with an organic 
vegetable grower serving wholesale and 
institutional markets in the valley to take 
over the 13-acre East Field, and we are 
also working on a small additional lease 
to a specialty vegetable grower on the 
South Field. More details to come!

The Grow Food Northampton Organic 
Community Garden thrived this year, with 
271 plots in production. This included 
almost 50 new plots and a large number 
of new low-income gardeners. Pat James 
took on the title of Garden Manager, and 
we fostered growth in multiple Teams 
(Garden Education, Mowing, Community 
Plantings, Outhouse, and Giving Garden) 
and began transforming our volunteer 
leadership from a focus on building to the 
garden to a focus on building a communi-
ty of gardeners taking collective responsi-
bility for the resources we share. 

We worked hard to attract and sup-
port Spanish-speaking gardeners, includ-
ing professional translation of garden 
newsletters and registration materials. Jim 
Foudy wrote an excellent Gazette column 
on this effort. We are pleased that many of 
the Latino gardeners and others connect-
ed with Families with Power are working 
collaboratively with us to further enhance 
the sense of community and empower-
ment that the garden can provide. We are 
excited about many new possibilities for 
2016, including pre-orders of seeds and 
vegetable starts!

In total, 711 elementary school stu-
dents from 34 classrooms in Northamp-
ton, Easthampton, and Holyoke schools 
visited the farm this fall, in addition to our 
spring field trips. The Northampton 
Education Foundation and River Valley 
Co-op each made a major contribution of 
$3,000 to offset a significant portion of the 
costs of our 2015 field trips. We were able 
to pay for the buses and professional field 
trip leaders from The Farm Education 
Collaborative to provide a wonderful visit 
to Crimson & Clover Farm, complete with 
carrot and kale harvesting. There is rarely 
greater satisfaction in this work than 
when dozens of first-graders are wander-
ing through the kale patch munching on 
raw leaves and declaring them “sweet” 
and “delicious!”

FarmFest Returned!
After taking a break from hosting large events at the farm for two years, Farm-

Fest 2015 celebrated the close of the fifth harvest season at the Northampton 
Community Farm in Florence. Mayor Narkewicz led the way in turnip-slinging 
and hundreds of you enjoyed: Veggie slingshot, pumpkin and face painting, veg-
gie bowling, apples-on-a-string and other games; live music, food trucks featuring 
local ingredients; local Brewmaster Jack beer and Artifact hard cider; Crimson & 
Clover Farm veggies and Park Hill Orchard apples/cider; horse-drawn wagon rides 
with Blue Star Equiculture; and farm animals from The Farm Education Collabo-
rative and Crimson & Clover Farm. If you came, THANK YOU! We hope it will be 
even bigger and better in 2016, and welcome your feedback. 

Our Farms The Garden Youth Farm Education

Donate online!
GrowFoodNorthampton.com

245 Main St, Suite 207, Northampton, MA 01060  |  (413) 320-4799  |  www.GrowFoodNorthampton.com

cr
im

so
m

 &
 c

lo
ve

r

http://www.growfoodnorthampton.com/donate
http://www.GrowFoodNorthampton.com
http://crimsonandcloverfarm.com/
http://sawmill-farm.com/
http://valleymalt.com/slow-tractor-farm/



